City of Clairton

Welcome to the second edition of the City of Clairton newsletter. We received many positive
comments about the first edition and we thank you. We still welcome any comments or suggestions
concerning the newsletter and its contents. You can drop off your comments at City Hall or email
comments to Manager@cityofclairton.com

RETIRED OR WORN AMERICAN FLAGS

If you have retired or worn flags, they can be placed in a box located in the lobby of City and the City
will ensure that they are properly handled. You should never throw the flag of United States in the
garbage if it is worn. Bring it to City Hall for proper handling.

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

The City held a very successful series of summer concerts featuring a variety of music genres including
country, pop, jazz and reggae. The summer concluded with the Veterans Oldies Concert, the proceeds
of which were split between the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) to help
local veterans in need. The planning is already underway for next summer. Look for more information
in future issues of the newsletter and on the City website.

DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE AND GARBAGE BILLS

Check to make sure that you have paid your 2023 City Real Estate taxes or Garbage bill before the end
of December. After that date the unpaid bills are turned over to the delinquent collectors and then you
incur additional penalties and interest. If you are not sure if your bills were paid, contact the City
Finance Offices at 412-233-8113 — extension #3 and they will assist you.

CITY OF CLAIRTON WEBSITE

For more information on current activities, forms, park shelter information, etc. visit

Cityofclairton.com



PROJECTS UPDATE

COMMUNITY CENTER

The City has been awarded a $750,000 grant from the Federal Department of Housing & Urban
Development (HUD) and a $200,000 grant through the Offices of State Senator James Brewster to
turn the old PNC Bank building on Miller Avenue into the new CLAIRTON COMMUNITY
CENTER. Once renovations are completed, which will bring the building up to current building
code, it is our plan to have activities and programs for all age groups. Renovations will include
handicapped accessible restrooms, HVAC upgrade and a new multi-purpose floor. Our plan is to
make the building capable and flexible enough to host various activities and programming,.

The Environmental Assessment that was required by the Federal Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) in order to receive the Federal Grant of $750,000 has been
completed by the firm KU Resources and has been submitted for review by HUD. Once the
report is approved the City will be able to start the actual work of turning the old bank
building into a first-class Community Center.

SECURITY CAMERAS AND LIGHTING

City Council awarded a contract for over $500,000 for the installation of new security cameras and
lighting in various locations in town. The cameras will be wi-fi capable and where needed solar
powered. The cameras will have instant feed-back to the Clairton Police station. The aim of these
cameras is to make the City safer and to help the Police Department identify those who would do
harm to others and to hopefully act as a deterrent to crime. The aim is to make the City safer for
residents. The project is funded with grants from the Allegheny County Department of Economic
Development, the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County and the Community Benefit Trust
Fund.

The first set of cameras has been delivered and the company awarded the bid, Wi-Fiber will
begin shortly on installing the first phase of the camera implementation. Once plans for using
some Duquesne Light poles are finalized and approved by Duquesne Light, the remaining
cameras will be installed.

TRAIL CONNECTION

Plans are under way to connect the Clairton Community Park to the Montour Trail that runs parallel
to Peters Creek. The connection will start by the colt field down by the lodge in the park and run 660
feet down to the Montour Trail. A Greenway, Trails & Recreation Grant from the Commonwealth
Financing Authority will help with the construction of the trail.

U.S. Steel and seme of their support contractors have graciously volunteered te help the City
dig out the trail early next year and help prepare the trail te be asphalted early next year. This
will save the City funding that can be used on other needed projects.



LIBRARY RELOCATION

The library will be relocating across the street from its cusrent location into the first levet of the
new Clairton Inn buildings. Grants have been secuved to buildout the facility. The new facility
will allow the library to expand the services and pragrams that they provide to the community.

The City and the Library have secured three grants to assist with the buildout of the new
space. Senator Rebert Casey and Senator John Fetterman have put forth a Federal
Government funding request that will provide us with the final piece of the financing that
will allow us to put the project out for bid.

DEMOLITIONS

City Council has awarded three contracts for the demolition of thirty-five (35) abandoned and
unsafe structures throughout the City. These buildings pose not only a danger 1o the
neighborhoad, but also stumt any possible redevelopmient and the passibility of people maving
into Clairton. No business is going fo comie in and spend funds to demolish an old butlding
before building a new one and who wants 10 mave inta a neighborhood aud live acrass fvont or
next 1o a house that is falling apart.

BASEBALL CONCESSION STAND

Clairton baseball enjoyed a very good surmer with over teu (10) teans, ages 5 through 14
participating. The season included the opeuing of the new coucession stand at the base of
Memorial Hill. The project was a combiuation of funding from US Steel along with countless
number of people whao volunteered their time and skills to have this ready for the kids.




COMMUNITY AND RECREATION CENTERS SURVEY

This past summer the City conducted a survey of residents regarding the creation and progranmming for a
Community Center, Recreational Center, our swimming pool and library. Residents could respond via a
paper survey that was mailed to every residential address or people could also respond on-line.

Overall, there appears 1o be a high interest in investing in community programming according to resident
responses. In total 302 responses were submitted representing roughly 723 Clairton residents. Maost
comments were left under the fitness classes, educational programs, and recreational center sections. This
could indicate that residents are most eager about these three categories. A total of 201 comments were left
across all survey responses. This could be an indicator that residents want to continue to be a part of this
process as they have many ideas and suggestions to offer.

The following section indicates the top choices in each category of the survey for the Community Center,
Recreation Center, Pool, and Library. The “tep choices™ was decided by dividing the total number of choices
(TC) in each section by two. (2/TC = # of “top choices™) The percentages (%) were created by dividing the
total number of survey responses (T) by the number of votes (V) each program received. (V/T=%)

e The top 10 choices out of 20 options for fitness classes in order from highest interest to lowest interest
are “Self-defense training for women and girls” (49.6%), “Yoga” (43.3%), “Self-defense
training” (35.7%}), “Resistance training exercise” (28.9%), “Line Dancing 1017 (28.5%),
“Zumba” (27.9%), “Introduction to free weights"(27.1%), “Hip Hop Dance” (22.5%), “Guided
Meditation” (22.1%), “Tai Chi” (19.2%).

e The top 13 choices out of 27 options for Art Classes programing in order from highest interest to lowest
interest are “Painting” (55.4%), “Ceramics” (34.5%), “Drawing” (33.8%), “Jewelry Making” (32.8%),
“Sewing” (29.2%), “Crochet” (29.1%), “Quilting"(26.8%), “Smartphone Photography” (25.5%),
“Watercolors” (25.2%), “Knitting” (25.1%), “Singing lessons™ (23.5%), “Air-dry clay
sculptures™ (22.2%), “Calligraphy” (20.9%).

e The top 14 choices out of 29 options for Educational classes in order from highest interest to lowest
mterest are “Home repairs and maintenance {617(48.1%), “Cooking class”(43.5%), “Baking
class™(42.8%), “Learn how to meal prep”(41.1%), “First aid training” and “Money
Management™(38.2%), “Computer Literacy”(35%), “Responsible Gun Ownership(34.2%), “Know
your Medicare opticns"(34.1%), “How to start your own business”(33.8%), “Survival skills"(29.4%),
“tatroduction to investing”(27.5%), “Drivers’ education”(26.5%), “Understanding trauma and
recegnizing abuse”(24.5%), “How to apply to college, trade and technical schools™(22.2%).



The top 14 choices out of 29 options for Events programing in order from highest interest to lowest interest
are “Fall festival”(59.1%), “Holiday events”(56.8%), “Monthly movie nights”(52.3%), “Game
night”(41.8%), “Concerts by local artists”(40.7%), “City of Clairton History day”(31.2%), “Trivia
night"(28.4%), “Garden club”(27.9%), “Guest speaker events”(27.8%), “Parent and child craft
night”(28.4%), “Kids night out event”(26.5%), “Book club™(25.9%), “Bible study club” (25.5%), “Get to
know your town officials day”(25.1%).

The top 10 choices out of 20 options for resources in order from highest interest to lowest interest are
“Space to rent” (41.8%), “Mock job interviews” (33.5%), “Grief counseling” (23.2%), “Social Services
resources” (22.5%), “Resume creation help” (22.2%), “Tutoring” (20.5%), “Read aloud for kids"(20.2%),
“Creative space” (18.9%), “Quiet hours for studying/working” (18.9%), “Pet Therapy” (14.9%).

The top 3 choices out of 6 options for additional items in order from highest interest to lowest interest are
“Snack and drink vending machine” (52.8%), “Board games” (47.8%), “Pool table” (42.5%).

The top 5.choices out of 10 options for POOL PROGRAMMING in order.from highest interest o lowest
interest are “Water aerobics” (53.9%), “Arthritis aquatic exercise class” (47.3%), “Hydro strength
class” (33.2%), “Adult swim lessons” (29.5%), “Kid playtime” (24.9%).

The top 7 choices out of 15 options for LIBRARY programing in order from highest interest to lowest
interest are “Book club for adults” (38.8%), “Summer reading challenge for kids” (37.8%), “Used book
sale” (36.8%), “Book club for kids” (36.8%), “Homework help” (34.8%), “Daily read-out-loud for
kids” (33.8%), “Learn the basics: operating a computer"(33.4%).

The top 3 choices out of 7 options for library spaces in order from highest interest to lowest interest are
“Free printing and copying” (57.6%), “Larger computer lab” (44.8%), “Meeting rooms that can be
reserved” (44.8%), “Space dedicated for middle and high school students” (38.8%).

The RECREATIONAL CENTER breakdown looks different because of the way the data was collected. In
this section we asked residents to indicate both the program and the age range they wanted to see the program
for. The calculation for the percentages remains the same as above.

Volleyball was the most pepular overall with a total of 268 votes across all age categories. Per age
category, introduction to cheerleading was mest popular among the under 5 and 6-11 age groups (25.5%
and 28.5%), Basketball was the most popular among the 12-17 age group (28.8%), Flag Football was
most popular among the 18-25 age group (19.8%), Volleyball was most popular among the 26-35 age
group (12.3%), Curling was most popular among the 35-59 age group (15.4%), and Bocce ball was most
popular among the 60+ age group (23.8%).



CITY CONTACT INFORMATION

Office of the Mayor — 412-233-8113 — Option #1

City Council —412-233-8113 — Option #2 then
Option #1 for Tony Kurta — Ward - 1
Option #2 for Eric Hatchett — Ward -2
Option #3 for Lee Lasich — Ward -3
Option #4 for Charlene Wade — Ward -4

City Administration and Finance Office —412-233-8113 — Option #3

Code Enforcement Officer — 412-233-8113 — Option #4

Police Department Emergency — Dial 9-1-1

Police Department — non-emergency — 412-233-8113 — Option # 6 or 412-233-6213

Fire Department — 412-233-8113 — Option # 7

Swimming Pool — 412-233-9502

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT?

Ciity Real Estate Taxes — City Administrative / Finance Office — 412-233-8113 — Option #3
School Real Estate Taxes — Jordan Tax Service — 724-731-2311

County Real estate Taxes — John Weinstein, County Treasurer — 412-350-4100
Delinquent City Real Estate Taxes — Keystone Collections — 412-672-5900

Delinquent School Real Estate Taxes — Andrews & Price — 412-243-9700

Delinquent County Real Estate Taxes — Jordan Tax Service — 412-835-5243

Sewage Bill — Clairton Municipal Authority — 412-233-3246

Animal Control — Robin Gaydos-Behanna — 412-720-9477

Garbage Bill — City Administrative / Finance Office - 412-233-8113 — Option #3

Garbage Not Picked up — BIGS Sanitation — 724-379-4331



BOARD, COMMISSIONS & AUTHORITIES

The City has various Boards, Commissions and Authorities that from time to time we need people who are
willing to serve. On the City website you will find an Application of Interest or you may pick one up at the
City Offices, that we ask you to fill out and return to the City offices. Even if we have no openings at the time,
we will keep your application on file should an opening occur. Here is the list of Board and Commissions and
the individuals who now serve on them.

Clairton Municipal Authority (CMA) Planning Commission
Kevin L. Johnson Richard Beam

Brian Koontz Russel Behary
Douglas OzVath Florence Pryzbylski
John J. Vitullo Joseph Shoemaker
Laurence Wulf Desiree Williams
Redevelopment Authority Zoning Hearing Board
Rita Brenning Symone Soloman
Jared-Costa . . Matthew H. Lasich
Loraine Lee Sherri Dadey

Roger Tachoir

Enterprise Zone Program Advisory Board
Robert Boatright

Kathy Tachoir
Jacqueline Wade

The City is also looking to re-establish the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board and this requires to have one
person from each of the four wards represented on the Board.

If you have any interest in serving on any of these various Boards, Commissions & Authorities, please fill out
the Application of Interest and return it to the City offices.

GARBAGE DELAYED BY ONE DAY

CHRISTMAS DAY - falls on a Monday, collection will be delayed one day




ORDINANCES OF NOTE:

# 1977 — Requires that when you put your garbage out, any food stuff be placed in a container with a lid
that can be securely fastened so as to prevent any animals from getting into it. The ordinance
also requires that if you are cleaning out a house and there is an abnormal amount of garbage,

that you are required to get a dumpster to dispose of the trash.

#1978 — If you want to get a dumpster, portable storage unit or trailer that you want to have in your yard
or on the public street, you must get a permit from the City. The ordinance regulates time

periods and placement of the dumpster or unit.
#1979 — If you owe the City any delinquent amounts, for real estate taxes, garbage bill, Mercantile

or Business Privilege, etc. the City can refuse you any permit or approval such as lien letter,

Occupant permit or inspection, pool, shelter or ballfield rentals and zoning approvals.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

CITY COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE MEETING
2" Tuesday of the month — 7:00 p.m.

GREATER PITTSBURGH COMMUNITY FOOD BANK DISTRIBUTION
4™ Thursday of the month — Pool parking lot — 1:00 — 2:30 p.m.

HOPE & A HOT DOG
Hot Dog & Inspiration
(Weather Permitting)
2P Monday — Miller & St. Clair Avenues — 1:30 — 4:00 p.m.
4™ Monday — State Street & Carnegie or ElIm Avenue — 1:30 — 4:00 p.m.

REMINDER FROM THE POLICE

When it snows and we know it’s coming, remember to clean off your vehicle before you go out. If you
have snow on your vehicle and it blows off and hits another vehicle or a pedestrian, you can be fined
up to $1,500.



MEMORIAL HILL

Memorial Hill in the Clairton park was designed and erected in 1940 by the citizens of Clairton and then
instituted in October of 1994 as Memory Lane by the Clairton Chapter of the Blue Star Mothers of
America. It contains approximately 363 names on the monument called then a War Shaft along with 73
ground markers from the front entrance to the Fountain and Gold Fish pond at the time.

INSERTS IN THIS NEWSLETTER:
Be Storm Water Smart — Know What Happens When It rains
Clairton School District — Superintendent Updates
Winter Coat Drive — United Steel Workers

A WELL DESERVED THANK YOU

This past summer the City was extremely lucky
to have been awarded an Intern through

the Local Government Academy.

Vaun Moser who is currently attending
Carnegie Mellon University and pursuing a
Bachelor of Science in International Relations
and Politics along with a Bachelor of Arts in
Global Studies was the driving force behind the
Survey that went out to all about the
Community Center, Recreation Center, Library

and Swimming Pool.

She did a fantastic job of putting the survey together
and tabulating the results from the over 300 people
that responded. The City thanks Vaun for the

time and dedication she has put into this project and

we wish nothing but the best as she pursues her

education and work beyond.



The Mayor & member
of City Council
would like to wish
everyone a very
Merry Christmas
and a
Happy New Year

S'a




INNOVATIVE gardens, green roofs, and permeable
SOLUTIONS BENEFIT pavements help reduce and treat

stormwater where the rain falls,

THE COMMUNITY while providing numerous community
benefits.
As storm sewer systems across ’
the country age and continue to be innovative green infrastructure '
tested by extreme weather, many solutions are wise investments that
communities are investing in green complement more traditional sewer
infrastructure as a resilient and system components. Together they
effective approach to managing can work efficiently and effectively to
the impact of stormwater. Green manage the impact of stormwater and

infrastructure practices such as rain bring value to communities.

BE STORMWATER SMART

Know What Happens When It Rain




ave you ever watched water
H fun down a gutter or pool on Pollution travels downstream
and winds up in our rivers, lakes; and streams.

the side of the road during a
storm? What happens to all the water?
Most stormwater—the water from rain
and snow=-runs over the land and down
a storm drain. The water flows through
a network of underground pipes and
open channels directly to our streams,
rivers, and lakes. That's why keeping
stormwater clean is vital to the health
of our waterways, community, and even

OUr econonty. §
Litter

KNOW WHAT’S IN THE oil

FLOW and

grease
When water fiows off our property after
a storm, what's on our lawns, roads,
buildings, and parking lots flows with
it. The water that doesn't soak into the
ground picks up oil, litter, fertilizer, and
other unhealthy items along its way that
wind up in our rivers, lakes, and streams.

on our property makes our rivers, lakes,

rid atrsams clednar, haaitier, and mors Stormwater is the water that flows over

Water pollufion can start on your enjoyable. And by investing in solutions %

property in ways you cannot see, but to manage stormwaler, we help make , the ground after it rains, snows, or sleets.
that affect your health and the whole our community a safer, greener, it can become polluted as it runs over
community downstreamn. Watching healthier, and more enjoyable place to ‘ hard surfaces and flows downstream.

what we put in our storm drains and live.




Superintendent Updates

NQV 2023

MISSION

THE CLAIRTON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT WILL PREPARE ALL STUDENTS TO BE CAREER AND COLLEGE

READY BY FOSTERING POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS, PROVIDING RIGOROUS ACADEMIC EXPERIENCES, AND
TECHNOLOGY-RICH OPPORTUNITIES IN A COLLABORATIVE ENVIRONMENT.
QUR VISION

STUDENTS WILL GRADUATE FROM THE CLAIRTON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT HAVING DEVELOPED THE

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND DISPOSITIONS REQUIRED FOR 21ST CENTURY SUCCESS AS DEFINED BY OUR
PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE.

SCHOOL WIDE FOCUS
ACADEMICS - ATTENDANCE - ATTITUDE

Academics Update
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The Challenge Program, Inc.'s mission is to motivate The mission of 2nd & 7 is to promote reading by
high school students to develop the habits required providing free books and positive role models to
to succeed in school and in their careers by building kids in need while encouraging young athletes of
business/education partnership the community to pay it forward. 2nd & 7 was
Students are challenged in our 5 categories linked to started in 1999 by three former Ohio State Buckeye
success in the workplace while being rewarded, football players—Ryan Miller, Luke Fickell, and Mike
motivated, and incentivized. Businesses have the Vrabel.

opportunity to connect with their future workforce,
creating a pipeline of workers who possess the
qualities to succeed in the workplace

Working with City of Clairton to contribute to
monthly newsletter that will be distributed monthly

6th grades Annual Living Wax Nuseum

Under Mrs. DiGiosio's direction, our 6th grade students presented their
Living Wax Museum. Students selected, researched, and wrote about
influential individuals from our past and present. As part of the
presentation - students dressed like their subjects and presented the
important details and lifetime accomplishments from these historical
figures. This annual event is not only a unique culminating activity, but
it also provides our school with an important family engagement
event and an opportunity for us to display and share student work.
We are so very proud of all involved




Attitule |

e Senior Locker decorating-
Families and students

Attendance

PLAYGROUND

After many years of planning, Project
Lead and 1st Grade Teacher Mrs. Sharon
Biros, the Clairton Administration Team,
and Board of Directors are pleased to
the announce the ribbon cutting and
opening of the new and improved
district playground.

The ceremony and ribbon cutting took
place on Thursday, October 19, 2023. A 4-
year project - from planning to
construction; prior to her retirement last
year Mrs. Biros began this project with a
dream and a GO FUND ME.

Senator Brewster generously helped One last team photo on the field that
secure a $150,000 grant from the state made our Friday night lights special
of Pennsylvania. Clairton City School for 93 years! Congratulations to the
District contributed $50,000 from a Bears on the win tonight and

federal grant. Bios helped PlayGO Co. creating their legacy!

design the playground.

The new playground is safe and
accessible and will allow the students to
enjoy different activities at recess and
educational opportunities for outdoor
classrooms.



Everybody is welcome to join us for our Winter Coat Event! if you or
someone you know is in need of winter clothing, we have an assortment
of attire for you! While supplies last! We are also accepting donations!

UNITED STEELWORKERS / :
VETERANS OF STEEL B, T Y

* X Kk x * 152
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Share the warmth oi';‘::::ti::er Help those in
and kindness i need stay cozy
community
Event Date: d Event Location:
22nd December Clairton City Building
3pm - 6pm 551 Ravensburg Blvd

Clairton Pa, 15025

Need additional info? Contact us at 1557nextgen@gmail.com!




City of Clairton
551 Ravensburg Boulevard
Clairton, PA 15025

CITY COUNCIL

Richard L. Lattanzi - Mayor

Tony Kurta - Deputy Mayor (Ward-1)
Eric Hatchett - (Ward-2)

Lee Lasich - (Ward-3)

Charlene Wade - (Ward-4)
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